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By Darnell Gardner, Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3 Public Affairs 



Dr. Hanafi Hanafi, NAMRU-3, 
accompanied by Moroccan 
researchers, surveys the habitat of 
Psammomys obesus (suspected 
reservoir host of L. major in 
Morocco) in Tejery sector, 
Bouarfa Province. (Photo courtesy 
of NAMRU- 3 Public Affaire) 


The U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3 
(NAMRU-3) in Cairo, Egypt, began scientific 
collaboration in September 2011 with the Moroccan 
Ministry of Health to work on the eradication of 
cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL), a disfiguring skin 
condition caused by infection with the organism 
Leishmania major (L. major). The offending 
microbe, a resident of the rodent- sand fly ecosystem, 
is transmitted to humans by the bite of infected sand 
flies, which become infected when they feed on the 
feces or blood of an infected rodent. CL is a serious 
health problem in Morocco, with nearly 9,000 cases 
reported in 2010. 


Navy Medicine is a global healthcare network of 
63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world 
who provide high quality health care to more than 
one million eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine 
personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the 
battlefield. 


Over 2,500 U.S. personnel serving in the Middle East 
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estimated cost of over $ 20 million in treatment and lost personnel- hours. NAMRU- 3's Vector ^ n 
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Biology Research Program's active engagement in disease surveillance and novel research 

activities have served as an integral part of the Navy's medical research mission to combat K?B55!HB J Facebook 
leishmaniasis. 
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